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Abstracts

This study was conducted to examine the role of the teacher in creating an innovative Home Economics
classroom. The study was guided by three research questions. The population consisted of 96 Home Economics
teachers in the Edo State of Nigeria. A Questionnaire “RHETCICQ " was utilized for data collection. The data
was analyzed using the means score. The mean score was ranked in descending order. The findings revealed
that on role of the teacher in the organization of creative Home Economics classrooms; teachers are to act as
facilitators, having cordial relationships with students, Introduce technology wisely in Home Economics
lessons, encourage collaboration by helping students to work with others and creating a place for all categories
of learners during Home Economics lessons. Strategies of teaching; Teachers should utilize new techniques
and technologies that are trendy in the Home Economics profession, Integrate technologies common among
students to learn in a natural way, integrate technologies common among students so as to make them learn in
a natural way and Utilize teaching strategies that are involving and are different from day to day. Qualities of
teachers expected in an innovative Home Economics Classrooms : Teachers should be creative and skillful in
adapting to the needs of the students, Flexible in adapting to technology, dedicated and tolerant to students,
should be involved in lifelong learning and always updating skills. It is recommended that Home Economics
teachers should update their skills and appropriate attitude through various self improvement programmes such
as in-service training, attending conferences and workshops
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Education is crucial for a useful living; it dictates the worth of its citizens, and it is also needed for the
advancement of the nation. For education to be relevant to the citizen of any nation, it has to meet the rising
needs of the society. This led to the introduction of prevocational education in Nigeria. Prevocational education
is a purposeful education, which is directed towards skill acquisition. Through the exposure to subjects in
prevocational education, students are able to develop a wider perceptive of the industrial and business world,
which are towards self-reliance. Among the prevocational subjects in the Nigerian, Junior Secondary School is
Agriculture, Business Studies, Basic Technology, and Home Economics.

Molokwu (2007) defined Home Economics as both interdisciplinary and multidiscipline; a field of knowledge
with numerous sealable skills that make for self-employment and self-reliance. As a course of study, it occupies
an extremely important place in the educational system as an academic discipline that incorporates in its
curriculum many life skills that help students to succeed. The knowledge obtained through Home Economics
will prove valuable throughout the lifespan of the individual. The most important aspect of a Home Economics
programme is that students do not learn about theories alone but skills that will constantly be relevant to the
recipients in their entire lives. It takes them through the field of foods and nutrition, clothing and textile and
home management.

According to Nigeria Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) (2007), the objectives of
teaching Home Economics at the basic education level are to enable the students to:

e Contribute to a healthy family;
e Develop manipulative skills that will enable the learners to function effectively in the society;
e Develop healthy and aesthetic values, attitudes and skills;
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e Develop the ability to adapt to their changing environment;
e Develop a sense of inquiry and scientific approach to daily living and appreciate the dignity of labour.

As impressive as these objectives may seem, Home Economics is not without problems. There are various
complaints that the teachings in Home Economics were lifeless, the syllabus is antiquated, and that skills given
to students were unrealistic (Ojo, 2007). Also, in the views of Thompson, (2015), a high number of secondary
school leavers are not employable, which implies that graduates from these schools are not equipped with the
expected saleable skills. If we need improvement in the teaching and learning of this subject, then Home
Economics classrooms must be innovative. The solution has to start from being creative in the classroom to
increase the level of interest and also give students some sense of belonging. Therefore to meet up with all these
and the pace of growth or relevance in today’s digital world, Home Economics teachers who are the
implementers of the curriculum should be able to initiate innovative ideas, that can elevate the quality of
teaching and learning of Home Economics. Akomolafe (2011) stated that Innovation is intentionally bringing
into existence something new that can be sustained and repeated which has some value or utility and
innovations happen when people recognize the opportunities presented by new tools and technology (Goatley
and Johston, 2013).

Presently, one way of creating innovation is the use of technology, which may be able to increase the students
‘eagerness for learning. The rationale being that the world is moving at a very fast rate in technological
development and it is a new age of digital revolution where virtually all students are computer literate.The
emergence of smartphones technology supports the students and teachers’ interactions beyond the school
environment. The internet, social media such as facebook, blogger, youtube, twitter, Whatsapp, and Instagram
are all tools of information communication technology that are available for teaching and learning. This age is
called the information age because access to and control of information have become the critical variable in this
civilization. Therefore, utilizing technology should be an integral means of learning. This may be able to elicit
the interest of young learners and improve their learning outcome. Other ways of creating innovative ideas in
the classroom are varying the method of teaching, organizing the class in a unique way from the traditional
practice and equipping teachers to meet the needs of the students, to mention but a few.

One of the means of creating innovations in the Home Economics classroom is through an adequate
organization. Teachers must recognize that learners are different in several areas such as; social economic
background, intellectual differences, and interest differences, consequently teachers must manage the classroom
activities to cater to these differences. But Blandow and Dyrenfurth (1994) pointed out that technology is
endowed with the potential to manage classroom differences and creating a place for all learners. The Home
Economics teacher should be able to provide for all these categories of learners in lesson planning and delivery.
This they should do by providing activities that hold, motivate and maintain learner’s concentration and
attention.

Another way of creating innovation in the Home Economics classroom is by utilizing an appropriate method of
teaching. The teacher must utilize instructional techniques that are student centered and not restricted to the
subject matter. Methods where students are active and creative, thinkers,motivated, innovative, and operating
in team spirit irrespective of the environment. Palawa(2001) reported that teachers should utilize instructional
strategies that can motivate learners and engage them towards self-discovery. He further stated that students
should have control over time and space. An innovative teacher should also utilize methods that provide
students with access to learning resources, able to facilitates teaching and learning activities. Learning in an
innovative classroom must be inventive and interactive with peers. Laboratories for teaching should be well
equipped having computers equipment for teaching practical lessons. Teachers should be flexible during the
evaluation of students.
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In addition, an innovative Home Economics Classroom should have a teacher that is also innovative, with
adequately prepared lesson plans.The Home Economics teacher should vary lesson plans to suit students’
interest. The purpose of teaching is to be able to get ideas to stick and retrievable for use from the memory of
students even when outside the classroom. For this to take place, teachers must be inventive in the classroom,
accessible to students. A teacher must be innovative towards transforming the traditional practice where
teachers are the lord of the classroom. Home Economics teacher is expected to always bring something new to
the classroom to raise the interest of students, and in addition, be able to adjust the curricular to suit capabilities
of learners (Guri-Rosenblit, Sebkova&Teichler, 2007).The teacher is expected to be able to utilize technological
learning materials to teach and engage their students during the learning process for these tools are changing the
way students learn in this digital age. As a result, they are expected to be knowledgeable in the use of ICTs with
ease. This present generation was born into technology and must be taught with them.

Research Questions

e What is the role of the teacher in the organization of innovative Home Economics classroom in Edo
State?

e What are the strategies of teaching in an innovative Home Economics classroom in Edo State?

e What are the qualities of teachers expected in an innovative Home Economics Classrooms in Edo State?

Methodology

Research Design

The research design utilized for this study was a descriptive survey.
Population

The population of the study comprised of the entire 126 teachers teaching Home Economics in the 324 basic
secondary schools in the Edo state of Nigeria.

Sampling and Sampling Technique

The simple random sampling technique was utilized in selecting 12 Local Government Areas out of the 18
Local Government Areas in Edo State, utilizing the balloting technique. Then the list of the Home Economics
teachers was obtained from the Ministry of Education. Than 7 Home Economics teachers were randomly
selected from each local government area yielding a total of 96 teachers that were used for the study.

The instrument of the Study

The instrument utilized for the study was a 28 item self-structured instrument titled “Role of the Home
Economics Teacher in Creating an Innovative Classroom Questionnaire”(RHETCICQ). The questionnaire was
divided into three sections as follows: Section A:11 items on the role of the teacher in the organization of an
innovative Home Economics classrooms. Section B contains 10 items on strategies of teaching in an innovative
Home Economics classroom. Section C contains 07 items on qualities of teachers expected in an innovative
Home Economics Classrooms. Teachers were required to score each item between 0 and 10 in their order of
importance and represent innovation. The scoring order was such that the highest score of 10 was given an
innovation that is most innovative in the teaching and learning of Home Economics. While 0 was given to the
item that is not very innovative in the teaching and learning of Home Economics.

The validity of the Instrument
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The instrument was validated by two experts of Home Economics Education from the department of VVocational
and Technical Education. Ambrose Alli University, Ekpoma. Their criticisms and suggestions were used in the
final draft of the instrument. This was done to ensure face and content validity of the instrument. To ensure the
reliability of the instrument, copies of the instrument were administered to a group of 20 teachers who were
from the Local Government that did not form part of the sampled population. After two weeks, the
questionnaire was re- administered. The data were analyzed using the spearman Brown formular to correlates
the data generated. The reliability index of 0.87 was obtained.

Data Collection and Analysis Technique

The researcher administered the questionnaire with the assistance of two research assistants who were familiar
with the areas where the research was carried out. 98 copies of the questionnaire were given out and 96 were
returned which represented 96.8%. The data gathered from RHETCICQ were analyzed using the mean score as
the main statistical tool. The score from each stated innovation was summed up. The mean score was ranked in
descending order.

Results

Research Question 1: What is the role of the teacher in the organization of Innovative Home Economics
classrooms in Edo State?

Table 1: Mean Score and Rank for Each Role of the Teacher in the Organization of an Innovative Home
Economics Classrooms in Edo State

Items Aggregate Score  Rank

Act as facilitators having cordial relationships with students 620 1
Introduce technology wisely in Home Economics lessons. 555 2
Encourage collaboration by helping students to work with others. 504 3
Creating a place for all categories of learners during Home Economics lessons 521 4
Provide activities that engage, inspire and sustain all students attention 402 5
Help students to believe in their ability to accomplish tasks. 398 6
Invite professionals in Home economics professions for interactions with the students 345 7
Counsel students to increase their interest in Home Economics 321 8
Create a Home Economics classroom that never stops learning. 267 9
Support weak learners in the acquisition of skills in Home Economics practical. 198 10
Encourage strong values to guide the class 44 11

Table lindicates that, the first four innovative item indicated by respondents were that teachers are to act as
facilitators having cordial relationships with students 620(1), Introduce technology wisely in Home Economics
lessons 555(2) encourage collaboration by helping students to work with others 504(3) and creating a place for
all categories of learners during Home Economics lessons.

Research Question 2: What are the strategies of teaching in an innovative Home Economics classroom in Edo
State?

Table 2: Mean Score and Rank for Strategies of Teaching in an Innovative Home Economics classroom in Edo
State

Items Aggregate Score  Rank

Utilize new techniques and technologies that are trendy in the Home Economics profession 640 1
Integrate technologies common among students to learn in a natural way. 502 2
Utilize spacious laboratories, having tools, and technology. 308 3
Utilize teaching strategies that are involving and are different from day today. 302 4
Utilize methods of teaching that encourage student centre learning 228 5
Engage students with strategies that create an opportunity for revising work done 202 6
Engage students in constant reflection as a class and independently. 188 7
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Develop new technologies to answer students questions 110 8
Utilize methods that engage students to think by being creative in the classroom 102 9
Make classroom supporting and comforting by utilizing music and good lighting. 68 10

Table 2 shows that the first four items with the highest mean score are: utilize new techniques and technologies
that are trendy in the Home Economics profession 640(1), Integrate technologies common among students to
learn in a natural way.504(2), Integrate technologies common among students to learn in a natural way 308(3)
and Utilize teaching strategies that are involving and are different from day to day302(4)

Research Question 3: What are the qualities of teachers expected in an innovative Home Economics
Classrooms in Edo State?

Table 3; Mean Score and Rank for Qualities of Teachers Expected in Innovative Home Economics Classroom in
Edo State.

Items Aggregate Score Rank

Creative and skillful in adapting to the needs of the students 604 1
Flexible in adapting to technology 508 2
Dedicated and tolerant to students 488 3
Involve in lifelong learning, always updating skills 402 4
Facilitate learning in multiple modalities 208 5
Have Professional relationship with students to gain their trust 188 6
Develop competencies that will allow them to cope with future professional 106 7
duties

Table 3 shows that the first four items with the highest mean score are: that the teacher expected in the Home
Economics Classroom should be creative and skillful in adapting to the needs of the students , 604 (1), Flexible
in adapting to technology 508 (2), Dedicated and tolerant to students 488 (3), Involve in lifelong learning,
always updating skills402(4).

Discussion of Findings

This study investigated creating innovative Home Economics classrooms: The role of the teacher. The role of
the teacher indicated by respondents was that teachers are to act as facilitators, having cordial relationships with
students, Introduce technology wisely in Home Economics lessons, encourage collaboration by helping students
to work with others and creating a place for all categories of learners during Home Economics lessons. This
indicates that the Home Economics teacher has various roles to play to create innovation in the teaching and
learning of Home Economics. This finding is supported by Tapscott (2009) who opined that educators must
prepare today’s students for change. The traditional era where teachers are feared and students have no access to
them is gone. Teachers have to help, counsel and have a cordial relationship with their students. This finding is
also corroborated by Davis(2012), who reported that children should be taught to become creators, innovators
critical thinkers, problem solvers , communicators and collaborators , The easiest way this can be done is to
introduce technology into the teaching and learning process to be able to elicit the student’s interest.

Likewise, Imogie (1999) reported that a teacher is to guide the students in securing the amount and quality of
experience which will promote the optimum development of their potentials as human beings. This assertion
supports the finding that some of the major roles of the teacher are to encourage collaboration by helping
students to work with others and creating a place for all categories of learners during Home Economics lessons.
Thus, an innovative Home Economics teacher is to be able to guide the students in the provision of innovations
in the classroom setting, their activities such as control of instructional delivery, use of technology as
management tools to achieve the aims and objectives of the curriculum are all geared towards achieving
innovative tendencies among students.

Another finding also shows that respondents agreed that strategies of teaching can be utilized to create
innovation in the Home Economics classroom. Thus, the findings indicate that: Home Economics teachers are
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expected to utilize new techniques and technologies that are trendy in the Home Economics profession,
integrate technologies common among students to learn in a natural way and utilize teaching strategies that are
involving and are different from day to day.This supported by Omodinia, Masron, Selamat(2013) who opined
that smart schools are the ones that encourage active thinking process, where the teachers motivate students to
learn. If the Home Economics teacher is able to vary his or her methods of teaching, the student’s interest will
be rekindled in the subject. This is very natural for variety is the spice of life. In addition, the finding also
indicates that the teacher has to integrate technologies common among students to learn in a natural way. This is
collaborated by Blandow and Dyrenfurth (1994) who pointed out that technology is endowed with the potential
to manage classroom differences and create places for all learners in the classroom. The students of this
generation are digital natives, therefore will be most excited to participate in any classroom condition where
technology is utilized. Technology is the best means of getting the students involved. Temple (2013) opined that
schools need to be organized around the work of students, he further stressed that active teaching and learning
involves the use of strategies which maximizes opportunities for interaction.

Findings also agreed on these items as qualities of teachers expected in an innovative Home Economics
classrooms: that the teachers expected in the Home Economics Classroom should be creative and skillful in
adapting to the needs of the students, flexible in adapting to technology, dedicated and tolerant to students
needs, Involve in lifelong learning and always updating skills. These findings are supported by Omekwu (2019),
who opined that teachers are strategic in the teaching and learning process. Therefore to be able to achieve the
goals of learning, Home Economics teachers should exhibit good qualities proportional to student’s educational
needs.

Conclusion and Recommendation

Home Economics as a subject in schools in Nigeria has continued to face various challenges at various levels in
the educational system, to a large extent, the problem is attributable to teachers factors such as methods of
lesson delivery and the organization of the classroom. This study on innovative Home Economics classroom:
the role of the teacher has been able to proffer a solution to these challenges. Consequently, creating
innovations by integrating technology and proper organization of the Home Economics classroom, utilizing
appropriate strategies of teaching and having a good quality of teachers will all be beneficial in the Home
Economics classrooms. Therefore the following are recommended,;

1 Home Economics teachers should update their skills and appropriate attitude through various self-
improvement programmes to keep abreast with current trends such as in-service training, attending conferences
and workshops.

2 Home Economics teachers should acquire Information and Communication Technology skills to be able to
properly integrate technology into the teaching and learning of the subject.

3 The government should equip schools with well qualified Home Economics teachers who are technologically
innovative into the secondary schools.

4 Government through the Ministry of Education should disseminate knowledge though research findings, new
strategy briefing and regular organization of workshop for teachers.
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